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During the past many months, since the previous Newsletter, I've been 
busy with several other projects. One of which should provide a most 
interesting milestone in the saga of the 1773 Colonial Virginia copper 
Halfpenny. And now, the outcome has born fruit in our "Feature Subject." 


Any time you try to establish a precedent, it somehow turns out to be 
a Federal case. However, the only way to dissolve apathy toward something, 
is to bring more attention to it, with an official acclamation, and to 
honor its historic development, through factual documentation. 


KEKKKRKEKEXKE 


MEMBERSHIPS: Greatly Changed 


We now number: 24 in strength. Last Fall, we acquired Cory Gillilland 
of the Smithsonian Institute, Washington, DC. It is certainly nice to have 
a lady on board. In addition, I want to welcome Jim Kelly to our growing 
roundtable. Jim is the Assistant Director down at the Virginia Historical 
Society in Richmond, Virginia. It is only fitting that such an appropriate 
institution be included among us. 


At the same time, we were also joined by John Davis, the experienced 
"curator of medals and coins," at the historic Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation, in old Williamsburg, Virginia. 


Each of the three above new members has caught up with us in the 
reading of all the previous Newsletters, up through Issue # 05, on the 
"Counterstamps." 


And the newest member is Greg Ruby, from Baltimore, MD. Greg is the 
President of the Baltimore Coin Club and an avid collector, with a strong 
interest in other Colonials. 


And so, our ranks grow more formidable, that you may communicate 
among yourselves with greater ease and increased interest, as the 
Virginia Halfpenny begins to recover some of its original glory from 
those days when our Colonial Virginia forefathers first massaged these 
shiny little coppers between their fingers. 


FEATURE SUBJECT 


Official recognition and commendation of Eric P. Newman for his revelations 
on the 1773 - Colonial Virginia Halfpenny, by the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
A Ba Re SS ear edie gees Sees Sener) 


While it has been well known to a few informed numismatists showing an 
increased interest in the 1773 Virginia Halfpenny, that Eric Newman's 1956 
ANS Monograph, "Coinage For Colonial Virginia," and his later "Additions 
- - -," was a vanguard publication of historic prominence, most Virginians 
had very little knowledge of the actual existence, much less the unique 


importance of these rare Colonial coppers. 


For over 218 years, no one has contributed more to clarify that these 
sharply struck copper coins, intended for distribution within the British 
colony of Virginia, were in retrospect established as the first authorized 
legal coinage of Colonial America - - - a tremendous "first." 


Finally, the sovereign state of Virginia has now reviewed and accepted 
Eric's insights into the mysterious evolution of this Colonial mintage, and 
they applaud his factual chronology as correct and historically significant. 


In passing its House Joint Resolution # 271, during January 1992, the 
Commonwealth of Virginia's House of Delegates and the Senate concurred to 
acclaim the outstanding numismatic research and meritorious achievements of 
Eric P. Newman. 


Noting, of course, that a great deal of the credit for this official 
state resolution must go to the relentless efforts of a few key Virginia 
statesmen, in Richmond, it is actually Eric that stands the tallest for his 
contribution. Now, his work is permanently a fixture in official public 
records of the very Commonwealth that he chose to enlighten. And now, we 
have come full circle. 


Thank you, Eric. You have certainly earned this warm and heartfelt 
official commendation. Perhaps our Colonial Virginia forefathers and 
statesmen might best appreciate and applaud this extraordinary moment of 
numismatic achievement, if only they could observe along with us. They 
would be as proud as we are. 


Enclosed is a copy of the original 1992 Joint Resolution # 271 of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, "commending numismatist Eric P. Newman." 


And so, another unusual and unforeseen event has occurred in the life 
cycle of the 1773 - Colonial Virginia copper Halfpenny - - - - "to protect 
their historic integrity and to promote their welfare." May the awareness 
of Eric's work become common household knowledge, especially in Virginia. 


Sincerely, 


KEE ame GLE: ae 


William N. Veach 


See 


COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
HOUSE GOINT RESOLUTION NO. 277 


Commending numsmatist: Eric Fo Newman: 


Agreed Lo- by: the House: of Delegates, _fanuay 24, 1992 
Agreed to- by: the Senate; feruary 80, 1992 


WHEREAS, iw May 1778, tw response to- w regusest: from the Virginia House: of Burgesses; King 
Seorge the Lhird of Guglind authorized the: nunling: wil shipping: to- Virginia Sf 672,000 copper preces; 
aul : 


WHEREAS, wrivinp a ballast aboard ay aptly: nuned Vagina, the coins. were delivered in 
February 1774 to the Virginia Treasurer, ee ee Nicholas; who- placed ther tinto- general 


WHEREAS, the Colonial Virginia copper halfppernies therfore became the Jose authorized legal 
comage: of Golontal America, Ca; and 


WHEREAS, the acceptance oe ‘the Colonial Vrginuiw copper halfpperuty: was. not limited to- the 


Gormmonwealth, as: the coin was ciraated and accepted tw many of the other colonies until the 1790s; 
and 


WHEREAS, despite the importance of this cov to- the early history of the GCommonwealtt» and the 
nation, little was Anowrn Sf az anti rumismatise Eric Fo Newman revealed his. exhaustive research ov the: 
cows provenance: tty w 195 mn monograpls: and 

WHERCAS, Gre LZ. Newman has, since conducted more research on the history of the Colonial 
Virginia copper halfpernys addiup further to- our hnowledge of this. piece of our Golonial Virginia hertage; 
now, therefore, be tb 


RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly 
commend brie F Newmar y for his: valuable research: ov the Colonial Virginia copyper had} LLY; and, be ih 


RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House: Va Welegates. prepare w copy of this: 
resolution, for presentation to- Gio FP. Newman as: aw capressioty of the General Assemblys gratitude, for 
his: worty ov behalf Va the history S the Gorunontweallly and. the nation. 

House Patrons: Fisher, Byrne; Gunninghan, RE and Dillard 


Jenate Fatron: Woods. 


Clik: o the House S Delegates 


STATE 


RAAAAKARAKAKAKKAK 


CALIFORNIA 


CONNECTICUT 


MARYLAND 


MARYLAND 


MISSOURI 


MISSOURI 
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NAME 


KREAKKAKKAKRKAKKAREK 


Jack Beymer. 


Robert Vlack 


Glen Burger 


Barry Tayman 


Peter P. Gaspar 


Eric P. Newman 


NEW HAMPSHIRE Mark Borckardt 


NEW HAMPSHIRE Q. David Bowers 


NEW JERSEY Dr. Roger Moore 
NEW YORK American 
Numismatic 
Society 
NEW YORK Carl Carlson 


NEW YORK 


NEW YORK 


NEW YORK 


Norm Peters 


Mike Ringo 


Gary Trudgen 
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PHONE 


KRRAKARHKAKKKAEKKK 


(800) 635-6040 


ADDRESS 
RHEKKKKKAKKKKEKKEE 
737 Coddington Center 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 


18 Mist Hill Drive 
Brookfield, CT 06804 


(203) 775-2456 


P.O. Box 9009 
Timonium, MD 21093 


(301) 252-4779 


5424 Smooth Meadow Way (301) 997-1740 

Columbia, MD 21044 

c/o Washington Univ. (314) 889-6568 
Dept. of Chemistry 

St. Louis. MO 63130 


6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 


(314) 331-6540 


c/o Bowers & Merena (603) 569-5095 
Box 1224 


Wolfboro, NH 03894 


c/o Bowers & Merena (603) 569-5095 
Box 1224 
Wolfboro. NH 03894 


435 Camden Avenue (856) 235-4712 
Moorestown, NJ 08057 


c/o Francis Campbell (212) 234-3130 
Broadway & 155th Street 
New York, NY 10032 


123 W. 57th Street (212) 582-2580 
New York, NY 10019 c/o STACKS 


P.O, Box 29 
Lancaster, NY 14086 


(716) 683-2722 


P.O. Box 3010 
Albany, NY 12203 


(518) 377-3423 


3103 Chatham Road 
Endwell, NY 13760 


(607) 785-7786 


(Continued, next page ---------- ) 
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NAME 


RARRAKKKRAKAEK 


STATE 


RRKKREKKKKKE 


NORTH CAROLINA Keith Wolf 


Jack Borckardt 


OHIO 

PENNSLYVANIA Marc Calciano 
VIRGINIA Alan Anthony 
VIRGINIA Dayne Cantrell 
VIRGINIA John Davis 
VIRGINIA Ron Iliffe 
VIRGINIA Jim Kelly 
VIRGINIA Gerald A. Schmidt 
VIRGINIA Bill Veach 
WASHINGTON, Cory Gillilland 


D.C. 


RKAKKKKKRKKAKKKKKKAK 
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PHONE 


KRKKKKKKKKKAKKK 


(919) 374-5831 


ADDRESS 


P. O. Box 1307 
Dobson, NC 27017 


P.O. Box 1125 
Findlay, OH 45839 


(419) 422-7592 


1566 Chester Pike 
Folcroft, PA 19032 


(215) 534-2646 


592 Rockbride Drive 
Leesburg, VA 20175 


(703) 


c/o Roger Staples Coins (703) 569-7300 

7059 Brookfield Plaza 

Springfield, VA 22150 

The Colonial Williamsburg (804) 220-7511 
Foundation 

(Curator: Medals & Coins) 

Williamsburg, VA 23187 


PB: Ox Box 11522 
Burke, VA 22009 


(703) 978-4719 


The Virginia Historical (804) 342-9656 
Society (Asst. Dir.) 
428 N. Boulevard St. 


Richmond. VA 23220 


Imperial Coins (VNA) 
5th & Franklin Streets 
Richmond, VA 2321 


(800) 644-6440 


4 Canela Court 
Homosassa, FL 34446-4730 


(352) 382-8919 


c/o Smithsonian Institute (202) 357-1798 
Room 4000, Numismatic Dept. 

Museum of Amer. History 

Washington, D.C. 20560 


RERKAKRKAKKKRHKAKAKKEARARKARAARKAK 


